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A RESEARCH ON THE PRIMITIVE CONSCIOUSNESS AND
PHILOSOPHY GERMINATION OF UYGHUR  PEOPLE

Capsule Summary of the Book

Like other human ideologies, philosophy also has the history of
germination, formation and development. Philosophy was germinated in
the primitive clan society, formed in the slave society, but since being
independent from theology in the modern times, it has met its golden age
of rapid development.

This paper mainly studies the different kind of understanding about
nature, society and humanity which are being formed in the course of
daily life and production practices of the ancient Uyghur people which is
also called “primitive consciousness.” In the primitive consciousness of
the ancient Uyghur people, there were seeds of philosophical thought.

Primitive Consciousness of the ancient Uyghur people was
manifested through fables, myths, and epics, and their connotations
include primitive worship, primitive religions, primitive myths, primitive
morals, primitive arts, primitive voodoos and so on. These have been
confirmed by many archaeological excavations and literature. Different
kinds of consciousness became a seamless body in the primitive
consciousness of the ancient Uyghur people, and they not only
influenced each other, but also represented abundant and complicated
characteristics. Germination of philosophical thought being the essence of -
primitive consciousness gradually sprouted from early consciousness.

Since the 1980s there have been remarkable improvements on the
research in the field of Uyghur philosophical thought in the Xinjiang
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the primitive consciousness and the philosophy germination of the Uyghur
people. This research project is an effort to do some initial explorations in
this field, using scientific world philosophy and methodology of
dialectical materialism and historical materialism as guides. In the course
of the research, we combined the theoretical knowledge of Philosophy,
Anthropology, Religious Studies, History, Cultural Studies, Folklore,
Psychology, Mythology and other related disciplines by making full use of
the methods of document collection, field investigation, rehabilitation of
historical and cultural remnants, historical analysis, systematic analysis
and other methods, did our best in a more comprehensive study of the
connotations of primitive consciousness and philosophy germination of
the Uyghur people from a new perspective and with new insight.

In this research project we focused mainly on the following topics: 1.
The primitive way of thinking and the Animistic view of the ancient
Uyghur people. 2. Primitive consciousness and its contents. 3. The
primitive worship consciousness of the ancient Uyghur people. 4. The
early religion of the ancient Turkic Stock "Tengri Dini" , and its
philosophical significance. 5. Philosophical analysis of the fables and
myths of the ancient Uyghur people. 6. The primitive art, ethics, aesthetic
and value consciousness of the ancient Uyghur people. 7. The primitive
consciousness and its connection to the philosophy germination of the
Uyghur people. 8. The primitive consciousness and traces of primitive
thought and reflections of the Uyghur people.

In the course of research we gradually obtained and produced the
following essential views:
1.The primitive consciousness of the ancient Uyghur people includes
primitive worship, primitive religions, primitive (original) voodoos ,
primitive art, primitive morality, primitive myths etc. Their basic mode of
2



thinking was “Pantheistic” thinking, mythical thinking, consensual
thinking and so on. 2. In the primitive consciousness of ancient Turkic
and Uyghur people, there emerged a multiple belief system of Kok Tengri
in its core, including Omay, the goddess, the god of land and water, and
other gods. 3. Based on Chinese, Turkic and Uyghur documents, with
anthropologic theology as a guide, we advance that "Shamanism" cannot
be regarded as a primitive religion of the ancient ancestors of the Uyghur
people, but should be seen as an act of sorcery. 4, Among the nomads in
the northern borders of ancient China, the early religious beliefs of the -
ancient Turkic,Uyghur and other ethnic groups (including primitive
religions and the ethnic religions) were mainly nature worship and for the
purpose of establishing the regime, including nature worship, totem
worship, ancestor worship,and the worship of the early polytheistic gods
— “Tengri Dini”religion which based its faith in Kok Tengri (K&kTengri,
God) at its core, including the worship of Omay, the goddess, Earth -
Water (idugyer-sub) and so on. This kind of primitive religion is not
purely a blind worship, but an ideology to solve the conflict between
humanity and nature. It has certain significance on cultural philosophy,
manifests a philosophy of the world, including the concept of time, the
concept of the limited and the unlimited, concept of causality and so on.
5. Primitive religion, primitive thought, primitive art and their mutual
influence. Religious sentiments, religious attitudes, religious behavior and
primitive art were subject to primitive thought; Religions show feelings
and features through arts, art is also reflected in all religious behavior, and
sometimes religious views and artistic views mutually penetrate.

The research project concludes that philosophy was germinated and
bred from primitive consciousness. Primitive worship consciousness is a
kind of philosophy of nature, soul and spirit, and the earliest exploration
and reflection of the our ancestors about the relationship between
substance and soul. Primitive mythology, epics, and speculations in the
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legends about the creation of the universe, the origin of things in the
universe, the origin of humans are the deepening of the primitive views of
soul and spirit, these views cannot be considered as philosophy by
themselves, as they only contain the seeds of philosophy. They had not yet
reached the degree of abstraction about the entire world, and were even
more distant from achieving the systematic and theoretical levels. Only
with the development of the productive forces, the improvement of
people's ability to practice and the expansion of the scope of practice, were
the ancient Uyghur people’s understanding of the nature gradually
deepened, and in this process philosophical thought gradually germinated,
formed and developed. With the disintegration of the clan society, the
ancient Uyghur people gradually stepped into the class society; they
invented their ‘own scripts, then gradually formed rational and-logical
thinking. Research on existing Uyghur inscriptions confirmed that the
inscriptions have manifested a certain degree of logical thinking and traces
of dialectical thinking. Therefore, we can say that, around the seventh
century AD, during the reign of the Orhun Khanates, the ancient Uyghur
people entered the stage of rational thinking.

Although since the reign of the Orhun Khanate, the Uygur people-
gradually entered the rational, logical thinking era, but the traces of
~ primitive consciousness and original thought that had accumulated during
long the course of history were still there. On the one hand, these traces
were manifested in the psychology, tradition and customs of the later
generations with some positive elements;- but on the other hand, there
submerged in the "collective unconscious” that became the ideological
root of many superstitious practices (for example, "Mazar worship",
voodoo, fortune-telling, etc). The roots of some moral views commonly
existent in the national consciousness of the Uyghur people (such as “the
cannot do’s” yaman bolidu) can be traced back to the ethical “taboos” in
the realm of primitive consciousness.
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In short, the conclusion of some of the above standpoints have give:
the research project a certain theoretical and academic significance
Theoretically speaking, working on the germination, formation an
development of Uyghur philosophy and its laws is not only of grea
significance for the thorough investigation of Uyghur cultural history
religious history, folk history and history of ideas, but also provides the
investigation and construction of the history of Chinese phiiosophy with
more complete information and clues. So far, due to the lack of accuratc
and- complete information and academic achievement; philosophy -of
ethnic nationalities has failed to find its proper place in the academic
works completed on Chinese phi]osophy,'l-this is not in step with the
splendid Chinese culture created by the various ethnic groups who are part
of the culture itself. Scholars of various ethnic groups should work
together to contribute toward a complete history of Chinese philosophy.

From the standpoint of the value of application, working on the
germination of philosophy of the ancient Uyghur people is beneficial to
the promotion of the ethnic minorities of Xinjiaﬁg"; in particular the
Uyghur theoretical thinking ability, and thus enhance the cause of ethnic
cu_lture and education, raise the scientific, cultural and intellectual
qualities of the people of the different ethric groups, and accelerate the
pace of modernization in minority areas. In addition, much of the contents
of this research project also heavily rest on the emergence and
devélopment of religion, work on these areas is of some help for people
in understanding the emergence, development and disappearance of
religion and in approaching religion appropriately. The theoretical
analysis and investigation of the existing primitive consciousness such as
voodoo, fortune-telling, taboos and other superstitions included in this
book are of help and inspiration to the masses of our region in
scientifically understanding and approaching these phenomena.
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