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A :Diin onlann genlik gecesine gittinmi?
B : Tabii . gittim camim !

A :Kalabalik midi?

B :Tabmn .¢ok kalabalikti.

A :Begendinmi?

B : Yok ya canim . ¢ok sikildim.
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Sounds of lower frequency are more easily confused than those of higher frequency. This is
true not only 1n the older Turkic languages ,but in the modern ones as well. For instance ,if your
ask a Uyghur speaker today to pronounce /a/ or /u/,he will have not trouble pronouncing it im-
mediately. But 1f you ask him to pronounce /e/ ,he may not recognize so readily the sound you
mean. In Istanbul most people pronounce the place name Kadikéy and Bakirkdy as a [qadikoy]
and [baqirkdy] .although some native speaker pronounce itas [kadikdy] and [baqirk6y] , When|
asked may Turkish teacher which pronounciationis correct , he told me [qadikéy] and [baqirkoy].
He explained that the confusion was a result of the writing system which does not distinguish be-
tween the two different pronunciations. It is recognized by the rules of sound harmony that k [q]
occure in the stem of with the back vowel(s) in a word while k[k] appear ni the stem of with the
frontal vowel in a word : if the people who do not know this rule then he or she made confused.
However, /q/ in modern Turkish appear with the back vowel but is a very low frequency conso-
nant, while /k/ occure with the frontal vowel but is higher in frequency , the latter being gener-
ally easier for Turkish speakers to distinguish. Phonemes of high frequency are less like to be
confuced by native speakers than phonemes of low frequency.
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Muh&mmHtrchim Sayit : A Phonoligical Analysis of Rabghuzis .s Qisasul = Anbiya, 313-384 (Doctoral Thesis).
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Renkli ve tam olan «00 Yazma_AYS_StPt» numaray: suradanaldim:

St Petersburg yazmasinda: Altun Yaruk Sudur'un St. petersburg yazmasa, ilk sayfa (The
caves of one Thousand Buddhas. St. Petersburg 2008 adli yayindan alinmastir).
Bu sayfa Ceval kayanin ¢alismasinda suradan: St Petersburg2 (S. 1b.) siiii birkeye.
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